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potatoes are extensively grown, and sugar-beet is an important
crop.   In what was Russian Poland, the conditions of agriculture
in the lands to the west of the Vistula are somewhat similar, though
the methods of cultivation are not so scientific and the yield per
acre is, as a rule, not so high.   Some of the best soils in central
Poland are found on the terraces of the Vistula, where potatoes are
an important crop.   Beyond the Vistula, a distinction must be
made between the plains of the centre and the plateaus of the south.
In the basks of the Bug and Narew the land is poor and agriculture
is primitive.   Matters are still worse farther east in Polesie, where
cattle and timber are the chief products, though even there some-
thing has been done to drain the land and make it fit for cultivation.
On the plateaus, on the other hand, the prospects are more pro-
mising.   The heights of Lublin contain some of the best agricultural
land to the east of the Vistula, and on the loess-covered Galdb-
Podolian plateau wheat, barley, and sugar-beet are grown. Through-
out the region, industry is confined to such matters as the manu-
facture of alcohol from potatoes and the extraction of sugar from
beet, except in two areas which will now be examined.
THE CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL REGION. In the provinces of Piotrkow
and Warsaw in Russian Poland there are several important indus-
tries. The manufacture of textiles grew up without any natural
advantages, beyond the fact that there was a fairly dense agricultural
population from which labonr could be drawn. Its origin is to be
found in the inducements held out by the Russian Government to
skilled settlers from abroad, and its development in the tariff
system which gave it the whole of the Russian Empire as a protected
market. Cotton goods are manufactured at i,6dz, Czestochowa,
and in the vicinity of Warsaw, and before 1914 these districts
contained about one-seventh of all the spindles in Russia. At
Czestochowa and elsewhere woollen goods are made, the raw material
being" partly of domestic and partly of foreign origin. Other indus-
tries include the spinning and weaving of flax and jute, brewing and
distilling, the manufacture of iron and steel goods, flour-milling, and
the preparation of timber for export, Warsaw especially being en-
gaged in these and other industries.
THE SOUTH-WEST INDUSTRIAL REGION. In this region there is
much mineral wealth. By the transference of part of Upper
Silesia, Poland came into possession of about three-fourths of the